1 The author would like to extend her thanks to the organisers and the participants of the conference 'Refuge from Inhumanity: Enriching Refugee Protection through Recourse to International Humanitarian Law' , which took place in Oxford on the 11th and 12th February 2013, for their valuable comments on an earlier version. 2 Directive 2011/95/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on standards for the qualification of third-country nationals or stateless persons as beneficiaries of international protection, for a uniform status for refugees or for persons eligible for subsidiary protection, and for the content of the protection granted (recast) [2011] The ceas is also developed against the backdrop of the human rights protection system of the Council of Europe. All Member States are party to the European Convention on Human Rights (echr).7 While the Convention does not recognise a right to asylum as such, the substantial body of jurisprudence that has emerged from the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) has a bearing on the rights of asylum seekers all across Europe.8 Of particular relevance is the non-refoulement case law of the ECtHR on the basis of Article 3 echr.9 eu law regulates some aspects of the relationship between the Council of Europe's human rights protection system and the eu. The eu Charter of Fundamental Rights, which now has the same legal value as the treaties,10 states that the meaning and scope of rights contained in the Charter that correspond to rights guaranteed by the echr shall be the same.11 However, the eu is not prevented from establishing more extensive protection.12 eu treaties also mandate the accession of the Union to the echr.13
